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LVERYBODY KNEW abou m éx-

- cept the editors,

American reporters are bemn used

— again — as spies for the Umted ~_-;_,>

Sta‘es : g

.rated when -questioned -—\'

“Turner said he an- = >
nounced the policy in \ l\‘.\.;”
© 1977 and open heanngs
’ 'Rourke

were held on it.-

. We found .that:out in . Washmgton
this monih at the annual, meeting of
the American Socxety ofsNewspaper
Editors (ASNE). 7, # A -

- Many ednors - lis:
tened in anger-and
disbelief  as - Adm.
Stansfield Turner, di-
rector of the CIA, told
us of the reporter-spies
in his talk. He -elabo-

N

by stunned editors. _.

* That poiicy, of usmo forexgn corre-

~ spondents as spies, ‘had been abolished
- after it came to light in the Watergate
. era. Many other- abuses of the .CIA
- were abandoned at that time,

Tumer’s reinstiruting of the policy,

he said, aims to use newspaper re-  us for years'in Vietnam, telling us we- tour overseas can't tell

. porters only if there is no alternative.

He must give approval personally.
The admiral said he has authorized

; the use of three.reporters — all of
- whom agreed to-‘serve — as spies.

None was actually..used.- Times.

E—chanand and. the use of lhe reporters
“.was not needed; he added.! -~ --%x-

-Editors,

: led” by. Abe Résenthal- off-*'
~ the-New ‘York- "’Dmes,\Gene Patterson
L S FIma o

APRIT 1982

of the St. Petersburo Trnes and hen
McMullen-of the ‘VIIamn H rald -led-
the. protest...i

Rosenthal ‘was the most perssstent
- Patterson the meost eloquent and Mc—
Muxlen -the toughest. ; '

- Why. shouldn’t reporters help~ theu
country out?: We imagine much of the
pubhc feels ‘the way Adm Tu'ner
does 3 3 Fvis

TAs the admrra] put it, all the other
countries use thexr press:as forexgn
agems &

‘But we are not “other” countries. .
AS editor Patterson said, - besides -our
flag, maybe the only thing different

—— about A'n=nca 1s that our press IS -

free.

How then can we keep xt that way
— if reporters are in the employ of -
the government? How can we-believe
reports coming from Iran and Afghan-
istan if those telling us about it and
writing about it are paxd mformants of
our government? Do g

The government’s. generals hed o
were winning when we weren't; tell-

corner, when ‘it wasn't.’

.Watergate has made it rx:nore - diffi-

Cult for us-to believe our government
officials. Not everything they have .
pronounced- about I'an has been total- &
y correct: -3 7 T T
‘What is-there’left for the Amencan

pubhc'-to~beheve" —-ifour .reporters. -

S i:'“'""'urbrf'g‘g_<
) - ?

-
1

% i%A h@ms‘

STAT

W

Cee e

are reallv ]USt cml semce workers"

Turner made-the point: reporter- '

spies- were- told it would be a‘good
idea if their editors-knew about. it. No
-editor at the meeting - acknowledged
having a spy onthe staff so:there
goes that fail-safe::mechanism. <=\, -
There was the real threat that an
editor would fire such-a reporter. Mc-
Mullen hinted strongly at it and there
: seemed 1w be. sulent appmval from the
‘crowd:”  ~ L

How badly were the “spnes" ne-’*d-
ed? Not-art all, it :seems.  The cases
were serious enouch that mp officials
recommended the ac= 3 ~ - j

tion and Turner: saw ; ERATI-
kN -

eneugh value in it-to ___
_ give the go-ahead.” Yet =3
" the- reporters werent =z
needed.- A

- Somehow that sug- h
gesta knee-jerk reac-Z
tion by the CIA. = - =%
- 1 don't think any ed- Z&%3

itor is saying that a.re- £4*

porter who comes back i3
to 'this country after-.a ™=

" Yurner -
his government what -his’ experiences
_ ing us v1ctory was just around the were like and what he thinks is. gomg

on over, there:. . .:l:f .=~

But to spy far—the-. vovernmem‘
"while writing believable copy for the-
Amencan pubhc — we say ‘“never!’

- Somehow. the - admlralfxs snll at sea_

on ‘this moral issue: Tz
~ Terry O’Rourke is- manaomg

= edltor of ’me Post-‘rnbune
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